Separation of Fe+3 from transferrin in endocytosis. Role of the acidic endosome.
NH4Cl and monensin, two agents which neutralize intracellular acidic compartments, block the segregation of iron from transferrin after endocytosis, while neither of these reagents affects internalization of diferric transferrin into the cell. In conclusion the molecular separation of iron from transferrin inside the cell requires a non-lysosomal acidic compartment.